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She first summited Mt Cook at the age of 17, and over the past two decades has climbed her way to being one of the country’s top mountaineers with an enviable tally of alpine expeditions from the Southern Alps to Nepal, China, India and Alaska.  Over two northern hemisphere winters she spent 120 days climbing frozen waterfalls in the Canadian Rockies leading ascents on grade 6 climbs on classic routes with names like Sea of Vapours, Nemesis and Acid Howl. When she got bitten by the kayaking bug in the 1990’s there were first descents down rivers in Nepal and India and she was the second New Zealander and first female credited with descending the famed Nevis Bluff grade 6 rapid on the Kawerau River.
Now after 16 years working as an outdoor instructor teaching the skills she has honed on her adventures, a big career change has seen Pat Deavoll move to Luggate and into a job as a reporter on the Wanaka Sun.
 “  I wanted to use my brain in a different way,” she says of her move to her new work environment.
Deavoll (46)  always had an interest in writing following a degree in English and Russian literature from Canterbury University and had written up accounts of her expeditions for sponsors, but two years ago decided to move full time into her new career by signing up for the journalism course at the Southern Institute of Technology in Invercargill.  After a stint in Alexandra on a community paper she got a job writing for the independently owned Wanaka weekly and since January of this year has been making the rounds covering local businesses, profiling local identities and chasing after the random nature of community news.
Deavoll first got involved with climbing while at St Margaret’s College in Christchurch.  The school tramping club outings introduced her to the outdoors and she credits Norman Hardy, a climbing contemporary of Edmund Hillary, who inspired her to pursue her interest in the mountains. Hardy, who had been involved with the first ascent of the world’s third highest mountain, Kanchenjunga, (alternative spellings also apply) had daughters at the school and was involved with the tramping club.  He would encourage the girls to go “higher and further” on their outings and by the time she had left school she was hooked.  
While still in her teens she climbed all of New Zealand’s 10,000 ft. peaks as well as completing a three month south to north traverse of the Southern Alps.  Two decades of alpine endeavors followed including two years in the mid 1980’s dedicated to climbing in the Himalayan and Karakoram Ranges and in 1999 recognition for achievements in the mountains came when she was awarded the MacPac/Canterbury Mountaineering Club’s Mountaineer of the Year title.
 Since then she has notched up a number of firsts including being the first woman to ascend the Hidden Balfour Face of Mt Tasman and claimed the first female team ascent (with her sister) of  the south face of Douglas peak in  2000. 
Drawn to the technical challenges of ice climbing,  Deavoll is regarded as one of the country’s top practitioners.   Her passion for the ice motivated her to spend the northern hemisphere winters of 1999 and 2001 in the Canadian Rockies completing solo ascents of classical ice climbing pitches and also achieving another first ascent of  Stuck in the Middle with Rob Owen.  Her skills and experience on ice and rock developed over the decades also enabled her to succeed on a 2004 ascent on of the technically demanding Caroline Face of Mt Cook.
As one of the few women involved at the top level of climbing she is not bothered by the fact that she is often the only female on an expedition but feels it’s a pity more woman aren’t involved in the sport.  Men have a strength advantage for carrying expedition loads but women also have a great capacity for endurance and she says there are great opportunities in New Zealand for them to get out into the hills.
Enjoying the challenges of her new job and settled in Luggate with her cat, Rinki, Deavoll is not ready to retire from her adventures and is still planning some more forays into the wilderness, where she says she is happiest.  “I love the areas of isolation and beauty the expeditions bring you to.”
