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nzski.com
NZSki.com owns three 
resorts across the South 
Island – Coronet peak, 
The Remarkables and 
Mt Hutt. All have similar 
children’s programmes 
through the Skiwiland 
early learning centres, run 
by professional children’s 
instructors. Aimed at 
providing a safe, fun, 
supportive environment, all 
three resorts offer licensed 
childcare and all-day 
programmes for different 
age groups.

NZSki’s Queenstown 
resorts are also offering 
parents a chance for 
some après ski on their 
own with an evening 
activity programme for 
kids aged six-14 from 
June 27 to July 24, with 
options such as bowling, 
night skiing and ice 
skating. 

The company’s school-
holiday programme, 
Kruiser Squad, is for 
skiers aged six to 17 and 
snowboarders aged eight 
to 17, teaching basic 
technical skills and drill 
exercises – and it also 
introduces young skiers 
to freestyle skiing. The 
camps run in July and 
September for five days at 
Coronet Peak and Mt Hutt 
and three or five days at 
The Remarkables. 

Coronet Peak
NZSki has made a huge investment 
into its flagship resort, upgrading its 
facilities and installing a fully automated 
snowmaking system – its new base 
building is very fine, and serves excellent 
coffee for parents wanting time out.  

The field is just 18km from 
Queenstown, and it is the only ski area 
with a fully sealed access road, making 
it very attractive for families not keen on 
enduring hairpin bends on gravel roads 
with children in the back. 

This year the field’s learner area, the 
Meadows double chairlift, has been 
replaced by a high-speed quad, improving 
the learning experience for beginners and 
novices. The resort also offers weekend 
night skiing under floodlights.
Childcare Three months to three years
Queenstown, ph (03) 442 4692 
www.coronetpeak.co.nz
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Mt Hutt	
A wide, open ski area – and one of the 
quietest during the school holidays. Mt Hutt 
has made a name as New Zealand’s high-
country ski field. It has a strong New Zealand 
flavour and is very family-friendly as a result – 
and it offers free passes for children under six.

Kids love the open spaces as well as 
the Dirty Dog, a novice terrain park that 
helps prepare them for the purpose-built 
intermediate/advanced terrain park with hits, 
rails and tabletops.
Childcare Two to five years
Canterbury, ph (03) 307 6329
www.mthutt.co.nz  

The Remarkables
The Remarkables is family-friendly 

indeed: the resort offers free lift passes 
for children aged 10 and under. That’s 

matched by the terrain though – it’s 
always been a great spot for young 

families thanks to the fact that a large 
proportion of the slopes are in learner or 

intermediate terrain. 
The resort has spectacular views 

across the Wakatipu basin from the 
base building’s sundeck, which also just 

happens to be the ideal place for watching 
over the kids. There are three terrain 

parks, ranging from beginner to advanced 
– and the Ozone Tubing Park is very 

popular, especially for those yet to get up 
on a board or skis who still want to enjoy 

the cold white stuff. 
Childcare Three months to three years

Queenstown, ph (03) 442 4928 
www.theremarkables.co.nz

     KiaOra  airnewzealand.co.nz 63



Treble Cone
Famous for its stunning scenery and big-mountain skiing, Treble Cone 
lends itself to an adventurous family holiday. It’s popular with ski-mad 
local families and has kept a personal feel from the days when it was 
Wanaka’s only ski area. 

It’s not all black runs though: new this year is the Step Up terrain 
park with intermediate features to help develop confidence. It has 
a highly rated children’s ski school and a number of multiweek and 
all-day programmes. Kids love the mountain’s mascot, TC Cat (below). 
As well as the advanced terrain, a number of groomed trails traverse 
back and forth across the mountainside, enabling intermediate skiers 
to enjoy the mountain.
Childcare From 3 years
All-day kids’ programmes with lunch Yes
Wanaka, ph (03) 443 7443. www.treblecone.com

focus  family skiing

Snowpark
Across the valley from Cardrona, Snowpark 
is a terrain park, complete with resident DJ 

sessions and regular sightings of some of the 
industry’s top athletes, who come here to train 
and compete during the Northern Hemisphere 
winter – so it’s quickly become the designated 

kids’ cool spot.
It has excellent viewing areas from the deck, 

as well as night sessions under lights, so more 
sedate parents can watch in comfort from the 
cafe and bar areas and on-slope apartments, 
while their kids try out the graduated range of 

terrain features.
Snowpark offers private and group lessons 

and this year is encouraging new park users 
with a range of entry-level terrain features, rails 

and boxes. New this year is a 6.7m pipeshaper, 
which has allowed Snowpark to build an 

Olympic-size halfpipe and a learner-focused 
terrain park.

Childcare No
Cardona, Wanaka, ph (03) 443 9991

www.snowparknz.com 
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This page, from 
top: Mathesons 
Bay, near Leigh; 
Matakana Village 
has bars, a bistro 
and a boutique 
cinema; the region 
is well known 
for its wonderful 
farmers’ market.

Cardrona
Since it opened 25 years ago, Cardrona has been a firm family favourite, 
with a large proportion of the field in intermediate terrain. That’s now been 
complemented by developments in terrain parks, purpose-built childcare and  
all-day children’s facilities.

This year the field has a new four-seater chairlift and the Funzone terrain 
area has been redesigned with bermed S-bends, groomed rollers and a tunnel. 
There’s also a beginners’ terrain park, the Playzone, to safely introduce kids to 
terrain features. 

Cardrona’s instructors are highly rated and the field runs a wide range of day 
and week-long programmes starting for children as young as three. There’s 
everything from courses for complete beginners to competition-level freeskiing, 
snowboarding and race camps. 
Childcare From three months 
All-day kids’ programmes with lunch Yes
Cardrona, Wanaka, ph (03) 443 7341. www.cardrona.com
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Rent any car with Avis in New Zealand or Australia for 4 or more consecutive days and save NZ$40 or A$40. 
Just include coupon number MPPA028 in your booking. Offer valid on rentals until July 31 2010.

For this and other great deals, visit avis.co.nz or see the Avis counter.

Subject to vehicle availability. Cannot be used in conjunction with any coupon or promotion and is not available on package tour, travel industry 
or Government rates.  Visit www.avis.co.nz for full terms and conditions. A

V
I 0

07
9_

A
U

S_
KO

 

A V I _ 0 0 7 9 _ K i a O r a _ H o r . p d f  P a g e  1  3 0 / 0 4 / 1 0 ,  1 2 : 3 9  P M



airnewzealand.co.nz  KiaOra66

Turoa
With an easy learning area near the Alpine Lodge, Turoa 

has ideal terrain for beginner children. There are plenty 
of options for keeping the kids entertained while you ski, 
too: for children aged two to five, there’s the Yeti Cubs’ 

childcare centre and for those aged three to five, there’s 
the Yeti Skiwee, which also includes a beginner ski lesson 
and rental. For children over six, there are five-day ski and 

snowboard holiday programmes. 
Childcare Two and up

All-day kids’ programmes with lunch Friday to Sunday
Mt Ruapehu, Central Plateau, (06) 385 8456  

www.mtruapehu.com

Snowfarm
The specially groomed cross-country tracks and spacious 
lodge at the Snowfarm provide a quiet alternative to the busier 
downhill areas. With groups such as the local Mini Merinos, 
kids are beginning to take on this sport from a very early age. 
There is a popular tubing and sledding hill; many parents drop 
their teenagers off at the Snowpark down the road and hit the 
crosscountry trails for a few hours on their own.
Childcare No
Cardrona, Wanaka, ph (03) 443 7542  
www.snowfarmnz.com
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*Valid until 31 October 2010. 
Further conditions apply. Visit www.avis.co.nz 
or call 0800 655 111 for full details.

Visit avis.co.nz or call 0800 655 111

Hit the road with Avis this winter and hit 
the South Island slopes with our Snow 
Savers booklet. Inside is over $1500 worth 
of savings, including up to 25% off lift 
tickets at Coronet Peak, the Remarkables, 
Cardrona, Mt Hutt and Treble Cone.*

A
V

I0
07

8_
KO

 

Add portable
GPS to your

booking!

*

  25%
OFF LIFT
PASSES

*
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Whakapapa
Following reconstruction of the site after an arson attack in 

2009, visitors will now be able to enjoy the new Knoll Ridge 
400-seat chalet.  Built on one entry level, with easy skier 
access, the new lodge maximises the sun, while taking in 
views of the Pinnacles, Te Heu Heu Valley and across the 
ski field. Whakapapa has a five-day children’s programme 

throughout the holidays, as well a Kids Mini Games on July 
13 and 14. 

Childcare No
All-day kids’ programmes with lunch Friday to Sunday

Mt Ruapehu, Central Plateau, ph (07) 892 4000  
www.mtruapehu.com   
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Care, activities, lessons and FUN!  

4 dedicated kid’s centres  

(for 3 mths -14 yrs)
 

An easy drive from both Queenstown  

and Wanaka

‘can we  
NEVER go home’

For more information, to buy your lift passes, rental, or to book 

your kids in for heaps of fun, come and see us at either: 

35 Shotover St, Queenstown, or

18 Dunmore St , Wanaka

WWW.CARDRONA.COM


